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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. 1 01 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 01 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claims 1-4, 6-11, and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed 
invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter. The claimed invention does not fall 
within at least one of the four categories of patent eligible subject matter recited in 35 
U.S.C. 101. The claims appear drawn an embodiment of computer software (i.e. 
driver). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-14, as best understood, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 6,804,673 to Sugahara et al. 

As concerns claims 1 and 8, a host in a network of a plurality of hosts, the host 
and the plurality of hosts having an RDMA function, comprising: a unit (column 1 line 19 
- node in the computer network) sending a first message (column 1 line 23 - data 



Application/Control Number: 10/721,506 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2151 

exchange between user Memories) indicating the host boots, to all of the plurality of 
hosts in the network when the host in the network boots (column 1 lines 45-50 - initiator 
obtains information about RDMA access, column 2 lines 7-8 - transaction 
initiated/booted by first device); a unit disabling RDMA access from the plurality of hosts 
to the host (column 5 lines 33-35 - a signal is generated to prevent further requests); a 
unit responding to the first message by sending to the host a second message (column 
2 lines 7-11 - exchange of messages); and a unit sending a third message (column 5 
lines 21-38 - series of messages used to indicate communication between hosts) 
indicating the host is ready to accept RDMA access from the plurality of hosts, to all of 
the plurality of hosts after the second messages from all of the plurality of hosts have 
been received and the RDMA function is enabled (column 4 lines 4-8 - RDMA is 
enabled when target address is within access space, column 9 line 5 - device is 
enabled). 

As concerns claims 2 and 9, a driver (column 3 lines 40-44 - configuration 
program detects the presence of the devices) in the apparatus of the host. 

As concerns claims 3 and 10, a translation and protection table unit having 
information (jcplumn IHinies 56-59 - assurance information is received by the network; 
adaptor) for making an RDMA access to another host, and wherein when the first 
message is received, the information about the host which sent the first message is 
cleared from the translation and protection table unit in order to make RDMA access to 
the host impossible (column 8 lines 60-64 - access to information by host unavailable). 
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As concerns claims 4 and 11, wherein the translation and protection tables 
(column 7 lines 38-40 - PCI memory space of the PCI bus, column 7 lines 51-52 - logs 
stored in a random access memory (error RAM)) in the plurality of hosts are updated 
after the third message is sent to the plurality of hosts. 

As concerns claims 5 and 12, wherein the second message (column 7 line 44 - 
acknowledgement sent back in a response packet) is one of acknowledgment, non- 
acknowledgment and the first message sent from one of the plurality of hosts and the 
non-acknowledgment is generated by hardware (column 7 line 45 - PCI network 
adaptor sends the write packet to the hosts). 

As concerns claims 6 and 13, wherein whether the second message has been 
received from all of the plurality of hosts or not is tracked and determined by a replied 
set which comprises a sequence of 0s and 1 s (column 10 line 1 5 - response packet 
sent to signal the completion of the RDMA process). 

As concerns claims 7 and 14, wherein the host is installed with a network 
interface card (column 9 lines 20-25 - PCI network adaptor returns the access 
assurance information to the first device), which has the RDMA function (column 10 
lines 12-18 - remote direct memory access transaction forms a response packet and 
sends to PCI network adaptor) and another message communicating function, and 
initialization of the RDMA function and another message communicating function is 
conducted independently. 
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Conclusion 



4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. See PTO-892. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to John Walsh whose telephone number is 571-272-7063. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday (9am-5pm). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Zarni Maung can be reached on 571-272-3939. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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